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From the President… 
Hi Everyone 
  Hasn't the year flown past.  Plenty of events have been happening around the traps.  We had a 
great time at the CDI, with the credit cards getting a complete work over at the trade stands.  Lesley and I 
were able to secure some good bargains to start the prize chest off for the 'Champs' in November. 
 
I travelled down to Moruya and attended the Judges Clinic in May run by Eurobodalla DC and was hosted 
beautifully by Di Georgeff - thanks Di.  It was great to see some of our own members there, taking up the 
gauntlet and becoming Judges.  Cris Critcher, Jen Symes, Tibby Barbour and Frances Simmons are now all 
H level Judges, well-done Ladies.  Sue Cunningham gave such a great presentation on the new tests and new 
movements that will be coming in, I thought that we should invite Sue to do this presentation for our riders.  
Rob Targa was tasked with this job and has been able to find a small opening in Sue's very busy schedule 
and has booked Sue to do this presentation for us at the Clubhouse at Worrigee on Thursday night 9th July 
starting at 6.30pm.  Well done Rob.  I urge all riders to attend especially the novice and elementary riders, as 
they will have the biggest changes with their test formats. 
 
The long weekend in June saw me and Amanda Elleman travel to Richmond to attend the Inaugural 
Volunteers Forum hosted by DNSW.  It was a 2 day jaunt and it was well worth attending.  To have all the 
'experts' at hand to ask questions and to get the definitive answers was priceless.  We came home armed and 
dangerous with knowledge.  It was great to meet people from many different clubs and to find that problems 
we encounter at home seem to be the same problems all clubs have.  Dinner on the Saturday night saw many 
let their hair down and I am sure the friendships made that weekend will last. 
 
The committee decided to buy some conifer trees to plant at the common to create a hedge between the sand 
arena and the neighbouring property.  We had planned a tree-planting day on June 20th.  I was hoping for 
more support from the committee to help with this work, but unfortunately it was left to the usual willing 
workers to give up their time to do this.  To those who turned up I give my sincere thanks, for it is you guys 
that keep the club ticking. 
 
 
Well, we finally got a comp weekend without the rain.  Sunday was a 'sparkler' and John Saville had the 
grounds in immaculate condition.  June was traditionally our quietest competition of the year.  However, this 
was not to be, with over 200 tests scheduled for Sunday, it was early starts and later than normal finishes.  It 
was a bit hectic in the week leading up to the comp. trying to find extra pencillers, runners and help for the 
clubhouse, but the ever reliable Secretary was able to get it all together.  It was great to see the higher levels 
well attended.  There were some lovely tests ridden with Jeff Adams, Cath Chittenden, Jean Egan, Kristen 
Smith and Kate McPherson all achieving a 70% or better scores.  Great to see Kate back at dressage after a 
long absence, and how about Cath Chittenden, with two quality young horses on the go, I take my hat off to 
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you Cath, that’s a lot of hard work and dedication.  I hope that you can reach the highest levels with both 
these stunning young horses.  I received some great comments/feedback about the sand arena; it seems to be 
riding very well, with the surface holding up well.  It will just need a bit of topping up in the 'H' corner, 
hopefully I can get that done before the next comp. 
 
A BIG thankyou to all our many volunteers who helped out on Sunday.  From, Graeme Swan who 'manned' 
the Gear Steward duties to our littlest helper on the day Chantelle Gaucci, who did a sterling job collecting 
the test sheets.  It doesn't happen without you guys. 
 
The Test Practice and Instruction day is this Saturday (4th July).  We were a bit disappointed that Brett 
Parbury had to cancel (due to having to ride o/s, lucky bugger). 
 
So the clinic was downsized to one day.  Jim and Larissa are instructing and have full time slots.  Barb Vial 
has kindly volunteered to be the Judge for the test practice rides and I am sure she will be more than helpful 
if anyone has a problem with the new test movements.  Our very capable 'gourmet cooks' will be providing 
lunch in the clubhouse again for those wishing to stay and have a chat. 
 
I have started work on the Championships and if anyone would like to sponsor, or knows of any business 
who would be kind enough to sponsor, please get in touch with me as soon as possible.  We want to be able 
to 'showcase' our sport in the Shoalhaven, by being able to attract quality competition riders to our event.  
We need to be able to offer more than 'just another competition' to these riders.  Therefore, we must produce 
a format that is unique and will entice riders outside our region to travel here.  This will be beneficial to the 
Club, as it will strengthen our claim to have the grounds and facilities upgraded as it shows that this Club is 
more than capable of hosting major competitions.  This is how we will attract funding to support us from 
council and government agencies.  We all have a 'wish list' for what we would like to see built/provided for 
us at Worrigee and this is one way all members can get involved and help provide those facilities.  Please 
take this on-board and help make this the best regional Club in NSW. 
 
Stay safe everyone, 
Gayle 
 
Please Note:  That the entries for the 2nd August competition close on the 17th July.  All the new tests are 
available from the website.  Prep tests stay the same.                       
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SPIRIT AWARD WINNERS  
28TH JUNE COMP 
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EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2009 

 
 

 

 
Notes for  Competitors 

 
�  Designated Junior Classes for August and September Competitions are Preparatory 

through to Elementary. 
�  All classes open to Ponies. 
�  Preliminary and Novice classes only, competitors may ride 3 tests (i.e.,2 official/1 

assoc or vice versa) 
�  No restrictions on any class. 
�  Official and Associate available in all classes. 

 
PLEASE FILL OUT YOUR ENTRY FORM WITH CARE 

 
  
 

 
2RD AUGUST 

 
20THSEPTEMBER 

14TH  
NOVEMBER 

JUNIORS 

15TH 

NOVEMBER 
OPEN 

Prep  3 Prep  1 Prep  1 Prelim 1C 
Prep  4 Prep  2 Prep  2 Prelim 1D 
Prelim 1A Prelim 1C Prep  3 Novice 2C 
Prelim 1B Prelim 1D Prelim 1A Novice 2D 
Novice 2A Novice 2C Prelim 1B Elementary 3C 
Novice 2B Novice 2D Prelim 1C Elementary 3D 
Elementary 3A Elementary 3C Novice 2A Medium 4B 
Elementary 3B Elementary 3D Novice 2B Medium 4C 
Medium 4A Medium 4B Novice 2C Advanced 5B 
Medium 4B Medium 4C Elementary 3A Advanced 5C 
Advanced 5A Advanced 5B Elementary 3B Pr ix St. George 
Advanced 5B Advanced 5C Elementary 3C Inter  1 
Pr ix St. George Pr ix St. George  Inter  11 
Inter  1 Inter  1  Grand Pr ix 
Inter  11 Inter  11   
Grand Pr ix Grand Pr ix   
 Freestyle   
Closing Date Closing Date Closing Date Closing Date 
17th July 4th September 23rd October  23rd October  
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S h o a l h a v e n  D r e s s a g e  C l u b  I n c  
www.shoalhavendressageclub.com.au ABN 80 751 454 907  
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ARENA TALK           If undelivered return 
to:- 
            39 Hillcrest Avenue 
            Nowra     2541 
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